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Dear Friends,

We are proud to share with you our 2019-2020 Annual Report. As you page 
through this publication, you’ll find a record of the generosity of our community 
and the collective educational impact they had on students here at WASD.

Despite the 2019-2020 school year being what it was in the face of a global 
pandemic, WASDEF experienced one of its strongest years in terms of revenue 
generation, thanks, in part, to the loyalty of our donors, and community and 
business partnerships. Through a collective effort, we were fortunate to raise 
$424,179 in pledges and donations from among more than 450 donors. As we 
move forward, we will continue to work closely with WASD to ensure these 
generous contributions are used to enhance the excellent educational programs 
and provide innovative opportunities for students.   

With that, however, it should be noted that WASDEF wasn’t entirely immune 
to the operational and economic challenges the COVID-19 pandemic dealt to 
nearly every industry. An abbreviated school year prevented the realization of 
funded programs, eliminating a number of impactful learning opportunities and 
experiences for students. Additionally, a turbulent market affected our ability to 
administer scholarships from 21 funds — slashing the amount we typically grant 
to graduating seniors by nearly half. 

2020 was arguably one of the most challenging years to navigate in recent 
memory for nonprofit organizations. While the uncertainty remains as we face 
the future, we’re hopeful that supporters like you will continue to be mindful of 
the educational needs of those who are our future right here at WASD. 

As always, we thank you for being our champions of education. 

ROSE-MARIE GROSS

GREGORY L. HAYES, JR.

Rose-Marie Gross
President, Board of Directors

Gregory L. Hayes, Jr.
Executive Director
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About Us

The Williamsport Area School District Education 
Foundation (WASDEF) is the recognized nonprofit 
affiliate of the Williamsport Area School District. Led 
by a 21-member volunteer board, WASDEF facilitates 
charitable giving and permanent legacies based on 
individual areas of interest in educational innovation, the 
arts, athletics and scholarships.
    Thanks to loyal and dedicated donors, WASDEF 
generated $424,179 in total revenue during the 2019-
2020 school year and granted $67,503 to provide 
opportunities that Williamsport area students may not 

otherwise have gotten to experience.
    Since 2010, the education foundation has granted 
more than $2.2 million to the school district to help fund 
capital projects, innovative programs and initiatives, and 
scholarships. In that same period of time, the foundation 
also has grown by more than $1 million in total net 
assets.
    Over the course of the last decade, WASDEF has grown 
in its mission in supporting students across the district by 
funding educational enhancements. 

2019-2020 GRANTS BY PROGRAM AREA 2019-2020 REVENUE BY CATEGORY

2019-2020 Board of Directors

President
Rose-Marie Gross
Wilmington Trust Company

Vice President
Audra Mazzante

Secretary 
Lynne Piotrowski
 
Treasurer
Wanda Erb

Ed Barone

Brooke Beiter

Dr. Timothy S. Bowers*

Carol Bresticker

Michael Beucler

Stephanie Calder

Lisa Cramer

Susan Dinsmore

Carol Fausnaught

Gregory Hayes, Jr.*

Mike Lundy

Dr. Brandon Pardoe

Stephanie Radulski

Marc Schefsky

Allison Staiman

Patricia Wylie

Insight PA Cyber Charter School

Williamsport Area School District

Evergreen Wealth Solutions

BLaST Intermediate Unit #17

Williamsport Area School District

Family Practice Center

UPMC Susquehanna

Fish Real Estate

Community Volunteer

WASD School Board Rep

Lycoming Nursery School

Williamsport Area School District

Christian Union

Williamsport Area School District

American Psychology Association

Community Volunteer

* Ex-officio, non-voting member

Williamsport Area School District

• September 9, 2020
• November 11, 2020
• January 13, 2021
• March 10, 2021
• May 12, 2021

2020-2021 COMMITTEES

2020-2021 BOARD MEETINGS

• Marketing & Development 
• Finance & Allocations
• Alumni
• Executive/Governance

$67,503 $424,179

Williamsport Area School District

Williamsport Area School District
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Financial Report

Statement of Financial Position

Cash and Equivalents
Investments

$310,827
$49,755

$72,532
$1,598,722

$383,359
$1,648,477

$427,737
$50,057

$93,301
$1,601,961

ASSETS

Fiscal Year Ended

Operating Fund

2019 2020

Total Assets $360,582 $477,794 $1,671,254 $1,695,262 $2,031,836

Endowment Funds

2019 2020

Total All Funds

2019 2020

$521,038
$1,652,018

$2,173,056

    Accounts Payable
    Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

$0
$360,582

$360,582

$0
$477,794

$477,794

$0
$1,671,254

$1,671,254

$0
$1,695,262

$1,695,262

$0
$2,031,036

$2,031,836

$0
$2,173,056

$2,173,056

Changes in Net Assets (FY16-FY20)

Source: IRS Form 990s

The financial results presented above are 
intended to provide a general overview of the 
activities of the WASD Education Foundation 
between July 1, 2019, and June 30, 2020.  
    These results have been audited, reviewed 
and compiled by an independent Certified 
Public Accountant, and are presented in 
accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting 
Principles (GAAP). 
    At right, we chart the changes in our total net 
assets, sourced from our IRS Form 990s, from 
the 2015-2016 school year to the end of our 
latest fiscal year. To view our IRS Form 990s, 
please contact the foundation office or visit our 
website at: www.wasdeducationfoundation.org.

150
FUNDS UNDER 
MANAGEMENT 

DURING 2019-2020
SCHOOL YEAR

$2.17M
TOTAL NET ASSET 
VALUE OF WASDEF 

AS  OF 
JUNE 30, 2020

2,600+
STUDENTS IMPACTED 

BY FOUNDATION 
GRANTS AND 

SCHOLARSHIPS

125
GRANTS AND 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
COLLECTIVELY 

AWARDED
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A $10,381 grant from WASDEF’s Violet 
Compton Estate Fund supported a new, 
innovative music elective that allows 
students to make music outside of 
performing ensembles. 
    The new WAHS Piano Lab opened to 
all students at the high school in grades 
nine through 12 in the fall of 2019 to 
learn the basics of piano keyboarding and 
composition. Using piano techniques, 
students can play and create music of 
their own over the course of a semester, 
year or over many years, as the elective 
can be taken multiple times.
    The lab also was supported by a 
$10,817 grant from the First Community 
Foundation Partnership of Pennsylvania 
through Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) donations received from the 

First National Bank of 
PA, Highmark Insurance 
Group and Woodlands 
Bank. An in-kind 
contribution also was 
made by Robert M. Sides 
Family Music Centers.
    Combined, the grants supported the 
installation of 16 pianos, a teacher piano, 
headphones, controllers, an expansion kit 
and professional training. 
    While the initial implementation of 
the grant focused on keyboarding, the 
lab will have the potential to grow into a 
composition and recording studio. 
    Ultimately, younger students who 
enroll in the new elective in future years 
will already have familiarity with digitally 
composing and mixing music. In 2018-

Grants Support Creation of New 
Elective, Piano Lab at WAHS to 
Broaden Student Reach 

2019, WASDEF funded two recording 
studios and a new digital music 
curriculum at the intermediate school 
level. 
    The Violet Compton Estate Fund was 
established as a bequest to WASDEF 
shortly after Compton’s death in 2007, 
designated for music education. 
    Ms. Compton’s memory has lived on 
through the fund, which has, in recent 
years, provided more than $30,000 of 
support to the music program. 
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Why We Support the Foundation

Wayne and Gerry Fausnaught

As retired WASD administrators, parents and grandparents, 
Wayne and Gerry Fausnaught know the value and impact of 
the district’s educational and extracurricular programming. 
    “The future of our country — and most especially our 
community — is based upon an excellent public school 
system,” the couple said. “We are blessed to have a district 
that provides rigorous and forward-thinking educational 
opportunities, celebrates the arts, is diverse, allows for a wide 
opportunity for both girls’ and boys’ athletic participation, 
and adapts for students with special needs.
    “Our hope as donors is to enrich student learning 
opportunities so students believe they can achieve their 
dreams, their goals and open doors to positive possibilities.  
We have seen the difference these programs have made in 
our family as we watched our eldest grandson experience 
growth and success through innovative learning opportunities 
— opportunities that often require investment beyond district 
budgets. Our hope is that donations to the Williamsport Area 
School District Education Foundation will allow more students 
to pursue their dreams.”

“Our hope as donors is to enrich student 
learning opportunities so students believe they 
can achieve their dreams, their goals and open 
doors to positive possibilities.”
Wayne & Gerry Fausnaught
Retired WASD Administrators, WASD Parents and Grandparents

Grant Supports New Virtual 
and Augmented Reality 
Curriculum at WAMS

A $2,875 grant helped to support a new addition to the 
FutureLab at WAMS.
    Funding from WASDEF provided for the launch of a new 
virtual and augmented reality curriculum for seventh- and 
eighth-grade students. The grant was used to purchase VR 
headsets, a 360-degree camera and accessories, drone kits 
and a drone arena (shown at left). 
    Nearly 800 students each year will now benefit from 
getting an early, hands-on experience in working with 
emerging technology that’s beginning to surface across a 
wide range of career industries.

“Careers in virtual reality, augmented 
reality and programming are rapidly 
growing, and by the time our students leave 
high school, there will be a high demand 
for individuals with these technical skills.”

Dustin Brouse, Teacher, WAMS FutureLab 
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Grants Support Program Enhancements

Each year, WASDEF accepts grant requests on a rolling 
deadline to help support program enhancements or needs 
as they surface.
    During the 2019-2020 school year, four grants, totaling 
$4,203, were approved through either the foundation’s 
Teacher Mini-Grant program or through its general funding 
request process. 

Educator-in-Residence: Brittany McLaughlin
A $1,000 grant allowed for local artist and alumnus Brittany McLaughlin 
’92 to return to WAHS in January to lead a weaving workshop as part of a 
month-long unit with Andrea McDonough Varner’s Mindful Art students. 
The students were able to experience more in-depth techniques and 
processes in weaving by using and preparing the art suite’s four-harness 
loom. (Photos at right were taken during McLaughlin’s visit.)

Unified Arts Gallery at WAMS
A $1,410 grant supported the installation of a Unified Arts Gallery at 
WAMS. Located in the hallway leading to the cafeteria/auditorium, the 
space will serve as a venue to display artwork done by students, including, 
but not limited to, display cases and television screens to run slideshows 
and video clips taken at events. It also will feature permanently framed 
student artwork. 

Master Class with Musician Alexander Hersh 
Facilitated by the Williamsport Music Club, a $300 grant funded an 
opportunity for WAHS orchestra students to experience a master class in 
October with international cellist Alexander Hersh. 

Millionaire Career Closet at WAHS
A $1,493 grant supported the creation of the Millionaire Career Closet 
at WAHS. The program is designed to collect clothing to help students 
in need for interviews for potential employment. The Career Closet 
is designed for any student who needs business casual or business 
formal attire so that he or she can be appropriately dressed for not just 
interviews but also club competitions, athletic events or other school-
related functions. 

Funding Helps Streamline Athletic Registrations

A $3,000 grant to the WASD athletic department helped 
to better streamline the registration process for student-
athlete families.
    The grant supported the subscription fee and document 
uploads to PlantHS, an online platform that warehouses 
information for high school athletes that eliminates the 
need for multiple registrations in a single year. 
    “This online platform allows families to enter their 
information one time into the system and generate the 
specific PIAA paperwork that we need for their student to 
participate in athletics at WASD,” said Athletic Director Sean 
McCann.
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COVID-19 Response: Grant Supports Free Meal Program

When the COVID-19 pandemic shut down 
schools on March 13, the district’s food service 
department — and our business community 
— stepped up to help ensure our students 
continued to have access to food. 
    From March 17 through June 5, the district 
operated a free meal assistance program 
Monday through Friday, staffed by members of 
the district’s food service department.
    In that three-month span, a total of 37,404 
meals were distributed. The program provided 
free bagged meals at several school-based 
locations, which included items for both 
breakfast and lunch, to students in need.
    In addition to support the district received 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Wegmans and the Central Pennsylvania Food 
Bank, WASDEF received $1,344 from The GIANT 
Co. in support of the free meal program. 

‘Be Present’: WASDEF Supports Attendance Campaign

WASD announced the launch of its “Be Present” campaign, 
a school district-community call-to-action to promote the 
importance of being in school every day while also raising 
awareness against chronic absenteeism.
   The district took the local lead with its own campaign, designed 
according to the framework set forth by Attendance Works.
    WASDEF provided a $1,500 grant to the effort to help offset the 
cost of marketing materials needed to promote the campaign in 
schools. 
   The “Be Present” campaign will more pervasively bring attention 
to the cause with a goal of mobilizing the community to promote 
the value of good attendance and reduce chronic absences.
    The Williamsport Sun-Gazette, Webb Weekly and Lamar 
Advertising also signed on as media sponsors to push out the 
message during national Attendance Awareness Month in 
September using promotional materials that display the faces of 
WASD students.
    “Too many absences not only can affect achievement but also 
the social and emotional growth of the student,” said Dr. Richard 
Poole, director of student services. “When families understand 
the negative effects of chronic absenteeism on realizing their 
hopes and dreams for their children, we can work on improving 
attendance in WASD.”
 



$99,362

Class of 1897, Martha C. Thatcher Prize
Timateo Girardi

Class of 1911, Sherman V. English Award
Richard Webb

Class of 1916, Chemistry & Research 
Achievement Award 
Samuel Mahler
 
Class of 1924, Dr. Thomas J.S. Heim Prize
Sydney Hawk

Class of 1928 Prize
Riana Gair

Class of 1939, Clara Casner Carpenter 
Award
Rosemary Flock

Class of 1941, Strolling Strings Award
Vanessa Streit

Class of 1952, Arthur Paulhamus Award
Michael Woodward

Class of 1963, George E. Deffenbaugh 
Award
Erin Reilly

Class of 1964 Prize
Patrick Erikson & Mia Shuler

Class of 1972, Deceased Class Members 
Memorial Award
Noah Joy

Class of 1995, Joe Muir Memorial Award
Myles Barbour

Class of 1996 Prize
Sophia Erb

Classes of 2000 & 2006, Thomas H. 
Bauman Award
Lily Douglass

Class of 2009 Prize 
Gavin Matthews & Emily Pardee

Class of 2012 Prize 
Lydia Smith

Dr. Thomas Antonetti Memorial & Round 
Hills PTO Award
Samuel Mahler

Dr. June Baskin Award
Zoey Hagemeyer

Florence Laubscher Baver Memorial Prize 
Hannah Haussmann

J. Ronald Beck Award
Gabrielle Bower

Richard A. Berry Jr. Band Award
Hannah Gilbert

Patrick Breining Memorial Award
Paige Diabelko

Barry Campbell Award
Mackenzie Benner

Career & Technical Education Teachers’ 
Award
Dashawn Derr
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Funding Futures

Meet a Recipient

“The scholarship I received from 
WASD has allowed me the ability to 
pursue my passion. Because of  this 
scholarship, I am able to receive a 
higher education. Thanks to the WASD 
Education Foundation, my dream of  
pursuing theatre has been possible.” 

Quahmé Powell

WAS DONATED 
BY 70 DONORS 
TO WASDEF’S 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
DURING THE 

2019-2020 SCHOOL 
YEAR 

$30,670 was awarded among 110 scholarships, awards and prizes to 69 members 
of the Class of 2020 to help support their future plans.

Awards & Prizes
The following is a listing of award 
and prize funds from which grants 
are directly delivered to students 
upon graduation for unrestricted 
purposes.

Quahmé is attending West Virginia 
University, where he is majoring in 
musical theatre with a minor in English as 
a second language.
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Alumnus Endows Scholarship 
Fund in Family’s Name

Arlyne Hoyt Confair Award
Rose Wascher

Richard C. Connor Award
Jared Baker

Larue Cooke Memorial Award
Rose Wascher

Curtin Intermediate School, William 
K. Miller Scholarship Award
Lily Douglass

Curtin Intermediate School, Robert 
D. Smink Scholarship Award
Elaidja Johnson

Sharon D. Deckard Scholarship 
Award
Hayley Mistretta

Shirley L. Dieffenbach Scholarship 
Award
Zoey Hagemeyer

Carrie Oliver Dove Award
Zyonna Massey

Michael G. Durrwachter Memorial 
Award
Rosemary Flock

Beula Faber Manley Prize
Kyle Mosteller

Martina B. Mangiardi Geiger Award 
Shawna Newcomer

Regina Girio Award
Emily McPeek

George E. Graff & Flora S. Graff 
Journalism Awards 
Gabrielle Bower, Lily Day & Quahmé 
Powell 

Christopher Hecknauer Memorial 
Award
Kalindi Maggs

Doris Heller Teufel Award
Ashlyn Bird

Ida R. Heller Award
Taylor Kulka

Eric John Hostrander Memorial 
Award
Jared Baker

George and Rose Kaplan Memorial 
Award
Margaret Stillman

Kathleen R. Kelley Award
Zoey Esposito

Anne Knecht Starner Award
Alexandra Lake

Coach Dave Love Football Award
Ethan Williamson

Eleanor Love Award
Rose Wascher

Patricia A. Lowery, Ph.D., 
Scholarship
Layla Gartner

Lycoming Valley Intermediate 
School PTSO Award
Talia Lewis

Chuck McConnell Memorial Award
Jordan Francis

Marie A. Miele Scholarship
Zoey Esposito

Mary S. and Clair A. Miller Business 
Award
Payton Hammaker

Percy D. Mitchell Memorial Award
Jessica Harvey, Julia Harvey, Quahmé 
Powell, Brooklyn Thomspon, Zoe 
Wagner & Katelyn Wilson

Orville Mitstifer Memorial Fund 
Award
Aaron Bower & Kalindi Maggs

George Butler-Swan Mix Award 
(Band) 
Gale Hall

George Butler-Swan Mix Award 
(Orchestra)  
Emily Smith

William H. O’Neil Memorial Award
Chloe Erb

Terry D. Ohnmeiss 1964 Memorial 
Award 
Ahmir Ellzy

Shirley G. Reese Award**
Rosemary Flock

John A. Regelman Award
Mia Shuler

Jason P. Rogers Memorial Award
John Belford

Shown here is Jim Sullivan ’70 with his wife, Annette. The two 
established the Jim Sullivan and Family Scholarship Fund.

Williamsport native and WAHS graduate 
Jim Sullivan ’70 and his older brother were the first 
in their family to attend college. The value of the 
education Jim received at the University of Colorado 
was passed on to his children, now graduates of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
    To continue supporting future generations in 
their pursuit of higher education, Jim and his wife, 
Annette, endowed the Jim Sullivan and Family 
Scholarship Fund. Funds generated from the 
endowment will be used to support a WAHS grad 
who is the first member of their family to attend a 
college or university, and commits to participating in 
a free online mentorship program. 
    “Families are usually positively transformed when 
a high school graduate pursues higher education,” 
Jim said, “but the majority of first-generation college 
students drop out by sophomore year due to a lack 
of direction, support and mentorship.” 
    The added requirement will help students navigate 
the unfamiliar collegiate processes and challenges. 
    Now a resident of Appleton, Wisconsin, Jim is the 
CEO and founder of Sullivision.com, a food service 
and retail industry resource for results-driven 
training tools and programs. His clients include 
Walt Disney, McDonald’s, American Express, Panera 
Bread, and Starbucks.
    “The Sullivan family hopes that by establishing 
this scholarship, we will help deserving Williamsport 
students and families improve both their future and 
our communities,” Jim said. “Go Millionaires!”
    The scholarship will be awarded for the first time 
in 2021.
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The Ross Family Award for True Humanity 
Amani Tran

Round Hills Elementary School PTO 
Academic Award
Sophia Erb

Round Hills Elementary School PTO 
Business Award
Jessica Harvey

Round Hills Elementary School PTO CTE 
Award
Ethan Williamson

Salabes Brotherhood Award
Jordan Francis

Simon Samuel Award
Arrington Auchter

Brenden Shipman Memorial Award
Drake Mankey

James A. Slattery Memorial Award    
Mia Shuler

Mark L. Steele Memorial Award
Adam Roush

Thaddeus Stevens Primary School 
Award 
Tatum Butler

Margaret B. Stouffer Award
Elaidja Johnson

Jackie Thomas Award
Rose Wascher

Robert C. VanAllen Career & Technology 
Award 
Payton Hammaker

Francis T. Vottero Award
Sydney Hawk

William J. & Rose H. Weber Award
Michael Woodward

Williamsport Area High School Alumni 
Prize 
Lila Vogelsong

Williamsport Area High School P.T.S.O. 
Academic Achievement Award
Sydney Hawk

Williamsport Area High School P.T.S.O. 
Business  Achievement Award
Rodney Coup

Williamsport Area High School P.T.S.O. Arts 
Achievement Award
Olivia Gautieri

Williamsport Area High School P.T.S.O. 
Career and Technical Education Award
Jonathan Cramer

Williamsport Area High School P.T.S.O. 
Lillian M. Reider Award
Lily Douglass

Williamsport Area High School P.T.S.O. 
Mary B. Smith English Award
Rosemary Flock

Williamsport Area High School P.T.S.O. 
David W. Stuempfle Award
John Belford & Emily Smith

Funding Futures, cont.

Planning Your Gift

Financial gifts to the WASD Education 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization, 
make a difference for current and 
future WASD students and facilitate 
opportunities to learn and grow that 
are not otherwise possible. It is through 
the generosity of gifts like yours that 
our students are served by WASDEF. 
Below is a summary of the many ways a 
gift can be made or planned.

•  Outright Gift of Cash
•  Matching Gift
•  In-Kind Gift
•  Outright Gift of Appreciated
    Securities
•  Bequest
•  Gift of Retirement Assets
•  Gifts of Insurance Policy Proceeds

Outright Gifts of Cash
This is the most common method of 

providing a gift.  A cash gift to WASDEF 
is tax-deductible. You may donate 
securely through our website, or 
you may send your donation to the 
foundation’s office at:

WASD Education Foundation
2780 West Fourth Street
Williamsport, PA 17701

To make a secure online donation: 
www.wasdeducationfoundation.org

Matching Gifts
Does your company have a matching 
gift program? Many employers will 
match charitable contributions made 
by their employees. If your company 
has a matching gift program, you could 
double or possibly triple your gift 
quickly and easily.

In-Kind Gifts
Contributions of goods or services to 
either WASDEF or WASD can provide 
an ideal opportunity for both the donor 
and the recipient.

Bequests and Other Planned Gifts
Bequests are provisions in wills to 
leave a gift to WASDEF.  Charitable 
bequests are fully deductible from the 
estate and can significantly reduce 
estate taxes on the balance of the 
estate.  Bequests may be specified 
as a gift of cash, securities, or other 
property. Alternatively, they may 
take the form of a percentage of the 
total estate. A donor may consider a 
residuary bequest, which is a gift of all 
or a portion of one’s estate after other 
conditions are met.



Williamsport Area High School P.T.O. Paul 
R. Warnick Award
Erin Reilly

Deborah L. Smith Young Memorial Award
Erin Reilly

Rachel Hayes Youngman & Elizabeth 
Ludwig Youngman English Prize 
Hannah Haussman

Valeria M. Aponick Scholarship
Joseph Thompson

Kylee Elizabeth Case Memorial Scholarship
Lily Day

Bessie Herman Conser, Class of 1930 
Award 
Dashawn Derr

Richard S. Coulter Scholarship
Zoe Wagner

Football Academic Academic Scholarship
Ethan Williamson

Girls Soccer Academic Scholarship
Angelina Morrone

Margaret Hamilton Quinn Scholarship 
Ashlyn Bird

Scott Harmon Memorial Scholarship
Jonathan Cramer & Angelina Morrone

Abram Howard Memorial Scholarship 
Zoe Wagner

Joseph A. Muir Scholarship
Drake Mankey

Anthony “Tag” Tagliaferri
Brock Moyer

Williamsport Sun-Gazette Scholarship 
Basketball 83-84 
Lydia Smith 
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Funding Futures, cont.

Scholarships 
Grants of at least $500 are 
issued from the scholarship funds 
below and are sent directly to 
the awarded student’s college 
or university upon proof of 
enrollment.

Endowed Scholarships
Endowed scholarships are 
established with a minimum 
contribution of $10,000. These 
scholarships are permanently 
funded. 

Thomas Kelchner Memorial 
Scholarship for the Arts
Rose Wascher

* First-time awarded
** New fund

 

Memorial Scholarship Named 
for Tim Montgomery

A  new scholarship fund was created in the fall 
of 2019 in memory of Tim Montgomery, WAHS’s 
winningest coach.
    The Tim Montgomery Memorial Scholarship Fund 
was established by his family to memorialize the 
health and physical education teacher who taught at 
WAHS and coached the Millionaire football team for 
more than 25 years.
    He passed away at the age of 74 on Aug. 15, 2019, 
after a long battle with cancer.
    Montgomery came to WAHS in 1977 from 
Shamokin. It was a move that laid the foundation 
for a storied career and one that earned him a spot 
in the Pennsylvania Scholastic Football Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame in 2003 as the winningest 
coach in WAHS’s 120-year history. His coaching 
career at WAHS amassed a record of 165 wins, 93 
losses and three ties.
    He retired in 2001.
    “As a dedicated (teacher) and head football 
coach, he exemplified the hard work, discipline and 
honor he taught to his students and athletes,” his 
family stated. “Coach Montgomery’s family, friends, 
students and players would like to establish this 
scholarship in his memory to carry on his legacy.”
    Future recipients of the scholarship must be a 
“football player of outstanding character who plans 
to continue his education and who displays qualities 
that Coach Montgomery valued. The recipient 
should demonstrate integrity and hard work, both in 
the classroom and on the field.”
    The scholarship will be awarded for the first time 
in 2021. 
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Over the course of  the 2019-
2020 school year, 65 donors 
contributed $255,569 to the 
project. 

Partnerships in Action: All-Inclusive
Playground Closer to Becoming Reality
The Kids United Community Playground 
is a collaborative community project 
formed out of a joint partnership 
between the Williamsport Kiwanis 
Club, Williamsport Rotary Club and 
WASDEF, which serves as the fiscal 
agent in the project. 
    While by June 30 the effort 
surpassed its $400,000 goal by 
more than $20,000, the pandemic 
brought the effort to a standstill last 
spring. Using the additional time, the 
committee is working to expand the 
poured rubber flooring surface so 

that it covers the entire footprint of 
the play area for increased security and 
accessibility measures.     
    Over the course of the 2019-2020 
school year, 65 donors and funders 
collectively contributed $255,569 to 
the project. 
    The playground, with installation 
planned to begin in June 2021, will 
feature equipment that contributes 
to the five elements of inclusive 
play. It will include accessible ramps 
for wheelchairs and other assistive 
devices. It also will have traditional 
equipment and structures that 
encourage imaginative and cognitive 
play, fitness and instrumental activities.
    For more information, updates or to 
make a secure online gift, visit:  
www.kidsunitedplayground.com.

$426,522
As of October 2020
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Since 2011, kindergarten through fifth-grade 
students have annually had the opportunity to 
use their writing skills to earn an experience 
on The Santa Express through WASDEF’s 
collaborative Holiday Essay Contest with the 
Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce.
    But in 2019, the education foundation, along 
with the district’s Title I program, went “off 
the rails” to partner with River Valley Transit 
so that the contest’s 25 winners could receive 
an exclusive ride on the trolley for their own 
holiday Tour of Lights. Following the tour, 
the students also enjoyed an exclusive story 
time session with cookies and hot chocolate, 
provided and served by students from WAHS’s 
culinary arts program, in the rotunda at the 
James V. Brown Library.
    The 2019 Holiday Essay Contest had students 
respond to, in 200 words or less: “What are you 
most thankful for during the holiday season and 
why?”

Annual Holiday Essay Contest Celebrates Writing Success

Collaborative Effort Raises Funds for BackPack Program
District students benefited from a casual Friday last 
October through a first-of-its-kind, community-wide event. 
    WASDEF and the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank joined 
forces for the first “Dress Down for Williamsport Schools 
Day” in an effort to raise funds in support of the district-
wide Hybrid BackPack Program. 
    The program not only provides a weekend’s worth of 
free meals to food-insecure students through the school 
year, it also allows students to access food during school 
time as needed.
    The premise of the effort was that individuals and 
businesses could buy a $30 T-shirt, emblazoned with “This 
Shirt Feeds a Future,” to wear on Friday, Oct. 18, to display 
their support of the program.

    Between the more than 160 T-shirts sold and gifts made 
to support the program, $6,810 was raised.    
    The program launched district-wide in 2018, thanks 
to a $200,000 grant the food bank received from the 
Williamsport-Lycoming Community and the Charles A. 
Szybist and Carla G. Szybist funds at the First Community 
Foundation Partnership of Pennsylvania.
    Grant funds expired at the end of the 2019-2020 
academic year. Since then, WASDEF and the food bank 
have continued their partnership to develop ways to 
sustain the program.
    On average, about 3,200 students were supplied with 
food through this program per year over the life of the 
grant. 

“This magical event was made 
extra special, thanks in part 
to our community friends and 
high school culinary students.”
Patricia Wylie
WASD Federal Programs Director 
& WASDEF Board Member
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Over the Edge

In collaboration with the River Valley Regional YMCA 
and YWCA Northcentral PA, the WASD Education 
Foundation once again participated in the Over the 
Edge (OTE) event for the second time on Oct. 26.
    The event allowed members of the community to 
voluntarily commit to raise at least $1,000 for the 
nonprofit of their choice — or have it divided evenly 
among all three — in a daring exchange to rappel from 
the top of the Lycoming County Housing Authority’s 
William Hepburn High Rise Apartments downtown.
    WASDEF raised $10,835 during the event.
    Together, the nonprofits collectively generated 
more than $100,000 for their respective organizations 
through the efforts of about 70 “edgers” and sponsors.

Raise the Region

WASDEF once again participated in Raise the Region, 
the annual 30-hour online fundraising event hosted 
by the First Community Foundation Partnership of 
Pennsylvania.
    This year’s Raise the Region event was held on 
March 11 and 12. 
    Thanks to 27 donors, WASDEF raised $4,591.
    Since it began in 2013, WASDEF has generated more 
than $54,000 through the event. 
    Gifts made during this event help to support 
enhancements to the district’s academic, athletic 
and cultural programs. In years past, funds generated 
through this event have supported efforts, such as 
renovations to STA Stadium, counseling programs, and 
STEM enhancements across the district.
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Primary Sources: Funding 
Educators-in-Residence

Using EITC funds, William Kamkwamba, author of the 
New York Times best-selling memoir, The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind, visited with Dustin Brouse’s 
students in the Williamsport Area Middle School’s 
FutureLab on Sept. 26, 2019.
    Kamkwamba’s memoir, which served as the basis 
for the 2019 Netflix drama by the same name, 
recounts the Malawian native’s work and ingenuity 
to build a windmill from scrap that brought electricity 
and water to his village when he was just 14 years 
old.
    The author’s visit culminated a month-long unit 
on exploring energy. Funds supported the purchase 
of two classroom sets of the young adult version of 
Kamkwamba’s book, which allowed students to gain 
a global perspective on the importance of innovation 
and inventiveness as it pertains to STEM education 
and energy production.  
    Funds also made the purchase of KidWind software 
and equipment possible (shown below) that gave 
students first-hand experience in designing and 
engineering their own windmills. 

Educational Improvement Tax Credit 
Program at WASD
    The Pennsylvania Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program 
is administered by the state Department of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED) under Act 48. Established in 2001, the program awards 
tax credits to businesses that make contributions to scholarship organizations 
and/or educational improvement organizations that are on a list approved and 
published by DCED.
    The WASD Education Foundation actively pursues EITC dollars from 
approved businesses and identifies eligible programs for funding on behalf of 
the school district. EITC funds for WASD are held at and administered by the 
First Community Foundation Partnership of Pennsylvania (FCFP). 
    Since 2009, FCFP has granted more than $191,000 to WASD for venture or 
educator-in-residence programs.

How do you direct your company’s tax dollars to benefit WASD?
    Apply to participate for one or two years to DCED. The tax credit is a 
75-percent credit (against taxes owed). However, if a company provides 
a written two-year commitment of equal funding, the credit becomes 90 
percent.
    Once approved, EITC contributions can be directed to benefit the district 
through the program at FCFP. 
      For more information, visit www.dced.pa.gov and search EITC, or contact 
the First Community Foundation Partnership of Pennsylvania at 570-321-1500.

Thank you!  
In 2019-2020, the district received $18,000 in EITC contributions through FCFP 
from the following businesses/corporations:

Jennifer D. Wilson
President & CEO

“For nearly two decades, FCFP has been 
facilitating connections between businesses 
and school districts through the EITC 
program. We are proud to partner with 
WASD on their innovative approach to 
education that is developing a future 
generation of  leaders.”



On Sept. 26, 2019, WASDEF held its 
second Donor & Alumni Appreciation 
Event in the Michael Ross Room at Trade 
and Transit Center II.
    The education foundation recognized 
its donors, their philanthropy and 
honored 2019’s three Williamsport 
Area High School Distinguished Alumni: 
Dr. Callah Antonetti ‘05, Susan 
Durrwachter ‘81 and the late Capt. 
Chancellor Alfonso “Pete” Tzomes ‘62.    
    More than 100 guests attended the 
second annual event to witness the 
cohort of Distinguished Alumni formally 
accept their honor. 
    Keynote speaker William Kamkwamba, 
author of the New York Times best-
selling memoir, The Boy Who Harnessed 
the Wind, spoke on his work and 
ingenuity to build a windmill from scrap 

that brought electricity 
and water to his Malawian 
village when he was just 14 
years old.
    He shared his story of 
growing up in Malawi and 
his drive to bring change 
to his suffering community 
and his current work to 
build an innovation center for Malawian 
youth.
    Executive Director Greg Hayes opened 
the ceremony, reviewing some of the 
foundation’s 2018-2019 highlights.
    Hayes reported the education 
foundation granted $125,000 to the 
school district last school year and 
generated more than $339,000 in 
revenue, a 43-percent increase over the 
previous year.

    “Donors came forward to help us 
establish three new funds, bringing 
our total funds under management to 
149,” Hayes said, “allowing our total 
asset value to surpass the $2 million 
mark for the first time. Thank you all for 
your ongoing support and partnership 
in helping the education foundation 
advance in its mission to create powerful 
classrooms and inspire futures, and for 
being our community’s champions of 
student success.”

Celebrating Champions of 
Student Success: 2nd Donor & 
Alumni Appreciation Event Held 

IMAGINE
YOUR IMPACT

Above, event keynote speaker William Kamkwamba addresses the crowd. At right from 
left are the 2019 Distinguished Alumni: Dr. Callah Antonetti ’05, Susan 
Durrwachter ’81 and Capt. Chancellor Pete Tzomes ’62. Below, Ms. Durrwachter 
accepts her Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award. 
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2019-2020 Donor Report

We are very grateful for the financial support of  the contributors, listed on the next several 
pages, who have made donations (including in-kind) and grants between July 1, 2019, and 
June 30, 2020. The generosity of  these donors allow us to provide support to an array of  
student programming and district needs.

Millionaire’s Club
$10,000-up
Kiwanis Club of Williamsport
Lycoming County Planning & 
    Community Development
Annette and Jim Sullivan
Lore and Dr. Richard Tignor
Williamsport Area School District

Major Gift
$5,000-$9,999
Blaise Alexander Family Dealership
Chartwell Hotels, LLC
Ann C. and John J. Curley
ESPN
Gerry and Wayne Fausnaught
First National Bank of Pennsylvania
William R. Hoffman
    In memory of Sharon Miller 
    Hoffman

Larson Design Group
Theresa and Michael Loeh
Jerome Peril
Judith A. Montgomery
Tim P. Montgomery
Frederic G. Sanford, M.D.
    In memory of Jonathon G. Phillips
Jack and Cindy Schrader
Nancy Wirth

Valedictorian
$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous (1)
Abram M. Snyder Foundation
Alabaster Coffee Roaster & Tea Co.
American Society of American 
    Engineers (ASME)
The Christian Church at Cogan 
    Station
Chris Wallace Real Estate, LLC

Susan and Jim Dinsmore
Shirley and Dr. George Durrwachter
Sue and Bill Fulton
The GIANT Company
Rose-Marie and David Gross
Hudock Capital Group, LLC
Jackson Primary School PTO
Lonza
The Muncy Bank & Trust Co.
Panda Patriot, LLC
Denise and Sheldon Schwartz
Louisa and David Stone, Jr.
Susquehanna Community Bank
Stevens Primary PTA
UGI Utilities, Inc.
Ashley S. and J. Michael Wiley
Williamsport Area Swim Club
Williamsport Wood Floors, LLC
Jennifer and Patrick Wilson
Young Men’s Republican Club

Salutatorian
$500-$999
Drs. Kristin and Eric Adams
Deborah Antonetti-Hill
Dawn and Sam Astin III
Joni and Timothy Case
    In memory of Kylee Case
Steve and Jody Chappell
    In memory of Eric John Hostrander
Ed Barone
Maggie Emery
First Community Foundation  
    Partnership of Pennsylvania
Megan and Michael Fox
Hilsher Graphics
Hope Enterprises (Aktion Club)
Dr. Oscar W. Knade
Don Lundy
Lycoming County United Way, Inc.

The WASD Education Foundation Legacy Society

What kind of legacy will you leave?
The WASD Education Foundation Legacy Society recognizes individuals 
and families who have remembered WASD or the WASD Education 
Foundation in their estate plans through documented planned gifts, 
including:  bequests, life insurance, charitable gift annuities, charitable 
trusts and other testamentary gifts.

How can you become a member?
If you have already made a planned gift or have included WASDEF in 
your will, you are already eligible for membership in the WASD Education 
Foundation Legacy Society.  If not, you may become a member simply by 
notifying us that you have named WASDEF as a beneficiary in your will or 
estate plan.

WASD Education Foundation Legacy Society Members
Violet Compton •  Mildred Kelly • Sandra Lawson • Louise Stryker  
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The Mark and Sharon Gottlieb  
    Charitable Fund
    In Memory of Shirley G. Reese
Mary E. McCoy
Richmond Montgomery
    In Memory of Uncle Tim
Joseph and Susan Myers
Elizabeth Yoder and Philip Sprunger
Allison Staiman
Sons of Italy Lodge 2786
Barbara and Philip M. Thomas, Sr.
WHS Class of 1964
WAHS Key Club
Webb Weekly
Wegmans

Distinguished Honor Roll
$250-$499
Richard S. Coulter
Evergreen Wealth Solutions
Carol and Dr. Todd Fausnaught
Fulton Bank
Martha M. and Daniel R. Gandy
James and Emily Haywood
David M. Heiny 
Fred Holland
Dr. Kathleen R. Kelley
Marcie Montgomery
Newberry Independent Club
Dr. John F. Piper, Jr.
Rotary Club of Williamsport
J.N. Solis
Albert R. Styrcula
Jackie P. Thomas
Ken Weiss
Williamsport Area High School
Woodlands Bank Employee Social 
    Committee
Lou Ann and Ralph Zeigler

Honor Roll
$100-$249
Anonymous (2)
Lori Baer
Michael Barclay
Robert K. Berninger, Sr.
Karen and John Blaschak
Patricia S. Bliley
Judith Bower

Dana Brigandi
Janel (Bastian) Brown
Sally Lifland Butterfield
Stephanie Calder
Vicki and Joel Case
Lydia T. and John T. Comerford
Carmen and John Compton
DLAR Administration Team 
    University of Pittsburgh
    In memory of Tim Montgomery
Richard Dill
Susan Durrwachter
Michelle and Alan Eck
Chad Michael Eiswerth
Karen and Rob Fisher
Paula L. Gee 
Martina B. Geiger
R. William Gray
Amy Grimes
Gregory L. Hayes, Jr.
Joanne Hecknauer
Pamela Hicks
Martha B. Huddy
Lyneah Hudock
    In Honor of Michelle Duddy
Andrea Hughey
Jan and Ralph Hughey
Jason Hurwitz
Nicole Ippolito
Iliana Kalamafoni
Christine Kavanagh
Megan Kelley
Megan Kirk
Joan L. and James L. Kriner

Carol Larson
Scott Lehotsky
George Lepley
Dawn Linn
Debra and Dennis Loner
Andrea Long
Malee Law Firm IOLTA
Margaret Marcoux
McNett’s Auto Body
Barbara L. and Bernard McQuown
Catherine Nardi
Dr. Jane Penman
Penn State Football Lettermen’s Club
John Person
Kathy and Jeffrey Richards
Katie Ritter
Emily and Jon Smock 
Marvin Staiman
Thomas A. Stuart
John A. Troisi
Jennifer Hughey Withers
Joseph W. Wright

Friends of the Foundation 
Up to $99
Anonymous (3)
Barbara Adair
Kristin Adkins
Melanie and Tom Allen
Adam Allison
David Andrew
Jim Armstrong
Janice Arp
Brooke Beiter
Noah Beiter
Mary E. Bennardi
Jenn Berry
Sue and John Best
Bill’s Appliance Center
Sarah Bohnert
Marisa Bott
Drew Boyles
Joseph Bradley
Gerri Braggs
Faith (Hennigan) Breen
Kimberly Brosan
Antonietta Brownell
    In memory of Tim Montgomery
Sherri Buckwalter
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* Deceased

Diane Burns
Bill Campbell
Christina Caputo
Angela Carbajal
Kay Carpenter
Margaret Chapman
Robin Chilson
Andrea Clark
Megan Cohick
Jill Confair
Lisa Cramer
Mary Csernica
Talia Day
Naomi Decker
Doreen and John Decker
Seth Decker
Lara DeNune
Candy and Steve Dewar
    In honor of Babe & Dee Mayer’s 
    50th Wedding Anniversary
Joy Dieffenderfer
Jane Diehl
Tiffany and Ron Diemer
Peggy DiFrancesco
Maureen Dincher
Laura Dow
Sarah Driscoll
Kristin N. Duck
Michelle Duddy
Baleigh Dunkleberger
Jim Ellis
Wanda Erb
Abigail Eschbach
Susan Estes
Thao Eyck
Nancy Faustino
Emily Feld
Kirk Felix
Valerie Fessler
Jason Fink
Carla Fisher
Karl Fisher
Dr. Jennifer Flint
Kimberlee Fredo
Matthew Frick
Ron Frick
Alicia Garret
Faith Gates
Jodi Geary

Sonja Glucksman
Gloria Z. Greevy
    In honor of Kay Fisher
Michael Habalar
Caitlyn Hall
Robyn Hannan
Becky Harding
Crystal Hartsock
Vicki Haussmann
Cindy Hayes
Phyllis and Gregory Hayes, Sr.
Maria Hebert-Leiter
Chrissy Heinbach
Ami Heller
Dina Henry
Bernardine Hess
Constance Hess
D.E. Hilliard
Michelle Hinkal
Kayla Hively
James Hockenberry
Stacy Holt
Megan Hunter
Thomas Infantino
Rachael Joy
Sally Keiser-Bankert
Michaele Kelly
Todd Kendall
Keystone Advertising Specialties
Jill Kilburn
Christine Knipe
Alicia Koch
Michele Kunkle
Trisha LaHart

Jennifer Lake
Amber Landi
Dave Lantz
Jennifer Larson
Dianna Laver
Heather LeBlanc
Brett Leinbach
Matt, Lynn and Alec Little
Little Caesar’s  
Elizabeth Lipson
    In honor of Gerry and Wayne 
    Fausnaught
Anne Logue
Angela Lowe
Lori Luke
Bonnie and Timothy Mahoney
Amanda and Jim Malee
Michele March
Trisha Gibbons Marty
Richard Mascaro
Donna Mattoon
Donna Maul
Michelle McClain
Shelly McKernan
Jean McKernan
Joseph McNerney
Polly and John McWilliams
David Michaels
Kathy Miller
Nicole Miller
Sara Mirabito
Spring Moore
Ryan Morgan
Laura Mullins
Ruth Musser
Keri Nasdeo
Amber Nehls
Susan Neidig
Brooke Nenadal
Amy Neylon
Candace Nonemaker
Nancy Okolovitch
Ginny Orso
Dr. Brandon Pardoe
RaeAnn Pardoe
Kathryn Patetta
Adam Paulhamus
Dr. Caroline Payne
PayPal Giving Fund
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Barbara Adair
Adam Allison
Valaquenta Anderson
Deborah Antonetti-Hill
Stephanie Armstrong

Erica Bacon
Sarah Balduino
Lori Beiter
Dr. Susan Bigger
Sarah Bohnert

Paula Bower
Jamie Bower
Michelle Boyles
Kimberly Brosan
Nichole Burns

Diane Burns
Christina Caputo
Lindsay Clark
Alexandra Condie
Peggy Crawley

Current and future students will benefit from the generous support the WASD Education 
Foundation receives from the district’s administrators, faculty and staff for program support 
through payroll deduction. Listed below are the individual financial supporters, who, together, 
generated $6,768 through our payroll deduction program.

Endowment Creation

    Creating an endowment at the foundation provides funding to the Williamsport Area School District in perpetuity.  The 
establishment of an endowment fund gives donors the opportunity to impact the lives of present and future generations 
of students by creating a permanent stream of funding in their particular area of interest. 
    During the 2017-2018 school year, WASDEF worked to further expand its future impact on enhancing educational 
opportunities for students with the creation of several endowment funds.  These funds, once the minimum criteria is 
reached to begin distribution, will help to support enhancements in the academic, cultural and athletic programs that 
exist throughout the district, or provide financial assistance to graduates to further their education.
    To date, five endowment funds have been created at WASDEF:

•  Endowment for Academic Programs
•  Quasi-Endowment for Athletics
•  Endowment for Cultural Programs  

•  The Thomas Kelchner Memorial Scholarship for
        the Arts  
•  Youth Mentorship Program Endowment Fund

    Those inspired to contribute to any of these funds may contact the Foundation office at 570-327-5500, ext. 40602.

J. Pepper
    In memory of Scott Harmon
Lynne Piotrowski
Anna Radspinner
Stephanie Radulski
Robert Rahsman
Amy Reyes
    In honor of Elizabeth Kirk
Jill Robbins
Rebecca Rockey
Jen Rodgers
Erin Ruhl
Randi Saboski
Barbara (Clark) Sarge
Dana Schenck-Welshans
Ashley and Nathaniel Schneider
Cindy Schuyler
Debbi Sebring
Alex Seyler

Patricia Shaffer
Conrad Shank
Shannon Shipman
Sheila Shull
Robert Smith
Teri Snook
Bailey Snyder
Gene Stacer
Mary Lee (Steffen) Statler
Deborah (Foresman) Stopper
Krista Storm
Peter Swift
Joyce (DeVore) Treas
Melissa Turner
Andrea Turner
Beau Vincenzes
Dennis Waddell
Jennifer Weaver
Samantha Weaver

Kent Weaver
Sarah Weiss
Karen Wells
Jessica Welshans
Marie Welter
Mallory Weymer
Maliyah Williams
Karen Williams
Michele Williamson
Brenda Winter
Mary Eileen Bartlett Wolf
    In honor of Babe & Dee Mayer’s 
    50th Wedding Anniversary
Jennifer Wright
Patricia Wylie
Morgan Yartz
Kathy Zakarian
Linda Zegarski
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Sarah Bohnert

Seth Decker
Michelle Dixon
Sharon Duck
John Eck
Jim Ellis
Bill Emery
Trevor Enderle
Wanda Erb
Tim Fausnaught
Kirk Felix
David Ferry
Carol Fischer
Lawrence Flint
Dr. Jennifer Flint
Susan Garczynski
Dr. Chad Greevy
Cynthia Hamm
Kevin Harris
Gregory L. Hayes, Jr.
Joanne Hecknauer

David Heller
Marisa Hickey
Veronica Hine
Stacy Holt
Sue Johnson
Patricia Jones
Nick Kelley
Todd Kendall
John Killian
Michele Kunkle
Melissa Love-Ritchey
Amy Mahon
Chyanne Mattern
Coty McCloskey
Mary McCormick
Susan McGehean
Angela Meyer
David Michaels
Tim Miller
Suzanna Miller

Billie Miller
Lori Moore
Laura Mullins
Keri Nasdeo
Amy Neylon
Lisa Nible
Craig Niklaus
Darlene Owens
Dr. Brandon Pardoe
Andrew Paulhamus
Lynne Piotrowski
Nathan Pish
Dr. Richard Poole
Maria Pulizzi
Jeffery Robbins
Rebecca Rockey
Dr. Justin Ross
Patrick Ross
Clark Sarge
Elizabeth Sauers

Dana Schenck-Welshans
Cindy Schuyler
Sheila Shull
Charisse Sick
Dana Smith
Jillette Smith
Bailey Snyder
Carey Taddeo
Kristin Takach
Allen Taylor
Andrea Turner
Dennis Waddell
Brenda Watkins
Sara Watson
Jennifer Weaver
Amy Weaver
Julie Welliver
Stephanie Wolfanger
Patricia Wylie

Why I Support the Foundation

Every year, WASDEF benefits from the support of the faculty, 
staff and administration through its payroll deduction.
    During the 2019-2020 school year, the foundation took a 
more concerted effort to promote one of the easiest ways 
WASD employees can contribute annually. During a month-
long campaign in January, the foundation experienced a 38% 
increase in new enrollees and a 48% increase in annual gifts. 
    Among those who choose to support the foundation 
through this method is Ms. Elizabeth Sauers, a third-grade 
teacher at Cochran Primary School.
    “I believe it is important to support WASD programs 
through the education foundation because this allows 
teachers to integrate an extension of ideas through a variety 
of platforms and modalities,” she said. “It is inspiring to see 
teachers stir up their creative genius ... and equally as exciting 
to offer students engaging and unique learning opportunities 
across the educational continuum. I hope that my gift goes to 
support educators who are connecting learners with the art 
and science of teaching into real-life experiences. I hope that 
my contribution sparks or deepens a love of learning, fosters a 
feeling of community, and develops future leaders in both our 
teachers and our students.”

Ms. Elizabeth Sauers
Third-Grade Teacher, Cochran Primary School

“I believe it is important to support WASD 
programs through the education foundation 
because this allows teachers to integrate 
an extension of  ideas through a variety of  
platforms and modalities.”

Elizabeth Sauers
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The listings in this annual report reflect activities 
occurring between July 1, 2019, and June 30, 2020. The 
Williamsport Area School District Education Foundation 
has taken great care in assembling this information. If you 
have not been properly listed in these pages, please call 
570-327-5500, ext. 40602.

Creating Powerful Classrooms • Inspiring Futures

2780 West Fourth Street
Williamsport, PA 17701

570.327.5500, ext. 40602 
www.wasdeducationfoundation.org
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